South Buxton and Talbot Street Pastoral Charges
Christmas Eve 2020 — December™®4£2020

Prelude: “Little Drummer Boy” — Christie Coatsworth

Welcome & Announcements:

Good Evening!

Please remember your candle for tonight’s ChristBhas Service. We will be lighting
candles at the end as we traditionally do.

Continue to keep in touch with others and to slarevebsites; atouthbuxton.caand
talbotstreet.ca

Thank you to Christie Coatsworth for our music timsrning. Thank you to Tracey Major
for putting together the Power Point slides.

Call To Worship:

Mike: This is the day God has made!

Annette: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Clinton: We come tonight to hear the story of God'’s love cradled in a manger.

Christine: We come out of the deep night to see the light of Christ transform the world.

Landon: We set aside our worries and cast our eyes on the promise of hope that redeems us,
renews us, renames us, and grafts us into the story of love that came down for you, me, and all the
world.

Mike: Come, let us worship.

Hymn: VU 1 “O Come O Come Emmanuel” Verse 1

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lowly exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Lighting of the Advent Candle:

Annette: We light the four candles of Advent: the Candle of Hope, of Peace, of Joy, and of Love,
remembering that we have been waiting for this very night.

(Light four Candles)
Eric: Jesus has arrived !

(Light the White Middle Candle)



Opening Prayer:

Eric: Holy God, we gather in this place because we know something extraordinary happened in the
most ordinary of ways.

People: Open our eyes to be enlightened by your lov e for us.

Eric: Open our hearts to be stirred by the lowliness of our vision that seems too lofty to touch.
People: Open our ears to hear your story once again and be moved to share it with the world.
Eric: We come to see your light as you lighten our paths.

People: In the name of Jesus the Christ, who is and was and always will be. Amen.

Christmas Pageant: “Zooming to Bethlehem”

based on Luke 2:1-14, Matthew 2:1-12
Characters: Director and Announaerjackson

Innkeeper: Tom Coatsworth

Leah: (Innkeeper’s daughter): Judy Jackson
Aaron: (Innkeeper’s son): Tim Jackson
Guest 1: Ann Wood

Guest 2: Madeline Shanks

Guest 3: Annette Skillings

Mary: Nancy Jackson

Joseph: Don Jackson

Star: Shelly Craig

Cow: Christie Coatsworth

Donkey: George Darnley

Sheep: Madeline Shanks

Rooster: Doug Jackson

Shepherd 1: Larry: Ruth Anne Waites
Shepherd 2: Darryl: Joni Dalgleish
Shepherd 3: The Other Darryl: Dan Dalgleish
Angel: Annette Skillings

Wise Person 1: Balthasar: Bob Waites
Wise Person 2: Melchior:  Tim Jackson
Wise Person 3: Casper: Judy Jackson

This pageant is recorded on Zoom, and will inclalef Zoom'’s issues, such as; internet
and voices fading, sound not synced with movenidipispand background noise. We are
convinced it is still quieter than the stable orri€mas Eve 2,000 years ago. Enjoy — we had a
fun time recording!

Act 1:

Announcer: Welcome to our zoom pageant, today'®opeance is called, “Zooming to
Bethlehem”. We are starting, predictably, with “Ahe.” Let me introduce the pageant players
in Act One; we have the Innkeeper, the Innkeep#hilsiren Leah and Aaron, as well as Mary,
Joseph and three guests at the Inn. Act One Béging

Innkeeper: [calling] Aaron? Leah? Aaronah? Leah, are you there? Where are my
children? They always disappear when you need.them

Leah: Hello! Can you hear me, mom?
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Innkeeper: | think you’re muted! | can hardllgar you!

Leah: Oh, I was in the backyard. Nmam you hear me?

Innkeeper: Finally! I've been looking foryand your brother Aaron! We have this
whole inn to take care of, and we have visitorsaie ceiling, why aren’t you helping me?

Leah: | just went to the well to geime extra water. There were lots of people lined

up, so | had to wait my turn.
Innkeeper: Well, that's a good thing you wiemtwater. With this crowd, you can’t
have too much water. I'm boiling water for the ldanright now.

Guest 1: [loudly] Excuse me, Innkeepereéd extra towels.

Guest 2: [whining] Innkeeper, these desdre burnt down, don’t you have new
ones?

Guest 3: [angrily] | thought | was gettithe deluxe suite! You call that a view? My

window faces onto an adobe wall!

Innkeeper: Yes, yes, and yes, that is thewew! | will be right with you...Leah, | have
to run.

Leah: No, dad wait. When | was at the well, just now, | met such@erdouple.

Innkeeper: What were you doing wasting tirnattng with who knows who when |
needed you here?

Leah: They looked to be in troublgdt wanted to help.
Innkeeper: What kind of trouble?
Leah: Well, the woman is expectingady, and she was holding her stomach and

kind of groaning.
Innkeeper: Oh, that kind of trouble!

Leah: | asked if | could help...I didtnécognize them so | figured they are here for
Caesar Augustus’s census.

Innkeeper: | told you not to mention that rsamame in this house. If he takes one more
shekel in taxes Ill...

Leah: OK, then Quirinius’s censussltke governor of Syria.

Innkeeper: Don’t mention him either, no Ronpatiticians are to be named in this
house.

Leah: OK, OK... what I'm trying to s&y this woman, her name is Mary, and her
husband’s Joseph, they’ve come all the way fromelgh, that's a long way away, isn't it?
And | think it's her time. You know, as in her o have a baby. They asked me if | knew a
place they could find a room.

Innkeeper: You didn’t tell them we had ampalid you? You know we have no space.
Leah: Welllll...
Joseph: [knocking loudly] Hello! Ledhanks for the good directions, we didn’t

have trouble finding your inn at all. You mustlmah’s father...I’'m Joseph, and this is my
wife Mary.

Mary: Thank you so much for sayingaoelld come here, Leah, we appreciate it so
much.

Leah: [, um, I, well, you're welcome...

Innkeeper: [in a stern tone of voice] Leaby didn't tell them.....
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Leah: | think I might have.

Innkeeper: Now Mr. Joseph, | am sorry toyell that my daughter Leah has gotten a bit
ahead of herself... we actually don’t have any rotafis

Mary: [with a concerned look on hacd] Ow, ow!

Joseph: | think it's her time

Mary: Like, | think I'm running ouf@ime! Do you have any water boiled?

Innkeeper: Oh my goodness! But we don’t hewerooms at all!

Joseph: We've tried everywhere and vedlyean’t go any further.

Leah: Mom, what about the stable? A&dron, here you are...Aaron, this is Mary

and Joseph; Mary and Joseph, this is my brothesAaAaron, is there room in the stable for
this couple to sleep tonight...they have nowhere telgm.

Aaron: | just spent the morning clegnihe stable, and there’s nice fresh straw. But
there are some animals there....

Joseph: That's no problem, we will takg shelter we can find, as long as we find it
now!

Guest 1: [urgently] Where is the innkerep | need towels!

Guest 2: [impatiently] And | need carsdle

Guest 3: [angrily] | paid good money oy room, what about my view? Isn’t there a
better room | can have?

Innkeeper: | have to attend to these guddtsy and Joseph, if you want the stable, you

can have it... Aaron you take them there. And Leah, | thioki'g better take that boiling
water to Mary, | guess the laundry will have totivai

Joseph: Thank you so much, we wereypvattried when we saw that “No Room in
the Inn” sign posted... you are so kind to take us in

Mary: Ow.

Joseph: Let’s get going!

Aaron: It's just back here, it's gegfidark, so watch your step. Did you see there’s a
really big star out tonight!

Star: twinkle, twinkle, twinkle, imkle
Act 2:

Announcer: Act Two. In this scene we check in omeEnd Joseph in their new stable
accommodations. What will they have to say in t@st inSTALLment of our pageant? And
we will also meet their new animal friends, whasdom will they shed on this special night?
Act Two begins now.

Joseph: | feel sorry for you, Mary.otily Caesar hadn’t called this census. We had
no choice...everyone had to go to the town their iagame from. And it just so happens, my
family is of the house and lineage of David, sohad to trek all the way to Bethlehem from
Nazareth. | wish we could have gotten a real robmever thought we would have to stay in a
stable with all these animals.

Cow: Moo

Donkey: Neigh



Sheep: Baaaa

Rooster: Cock a doodle doo.

Mary: | was hoping to get home befibre baby came. | guess now we’ll go
home_withthe baby. I just wish | had my mother here tehajht around now...

Joseph: | will go and see where thatweater is....we have to trust God that things
will work out.

Mary: I've been trusting God this idatime. Except it's getting harder not easier.

We had to trust God when | got the message frematiyel who said | would give birth to the
Son of the most high. They said our baby wouldehiire throne of our ancestor David! A
throne? Well...this isn’t what | pictured. Couldw®one whose “kingdom will never end,” be
born in a barn? Is there some mistake here?t tprst get it.

Joseph: We both had a message fromBeadngel appeared to you and then to me.
They said that this child was going to be borrhef iHoly Spirit. Our baby will save people
from their sins.

Mary: Two angels, two messages, ihptetty clear.

Joseph: | know, this isn’t what we expéc But | am sure God has not forgotten us. |
trust that our little baby, Jesus, is going to jpecsal.

Mary: Well, he’s going to come spédalivery pretty soon, Joseph. Can you go
and get some of that water. And towels. And casd|

Joseph: I'll see if they have a betiemwvas well!

Cow: Moo

Donkey: Neigh

Sheep: Baaaa

Rooster: Cock a doodle doodle doo.

Mary: [Sighing] | guess we can’t doything about these noisy neighbours! But |

think the view is fine. [looking up] | can seattstar through the window, it really is
remarkable.
Star: twinkle, twinkle, twinkle, imkle.

Act 3:
Announcer: This is the act where we meet the shrdgh&heir names are Larry, Darryl and the
other Darryl. We meet them as they are out watctheqg flocks by night, just outside
Bethlehem.

Darryl: Nice night, tonight. It's geifa sight. Twice as nice as any night.

Larry: You're sounding like quite agd Darryl.

Other Darryl: | think it might rain soon, | seens® clouds over there on the horizon, right
by that big bright star.

Star: twinkle twinkle twinkle twiid
Larry: Those clouds look very unusdddey look sort of golden.
Darryl: That star is starry! Star ligktar bright, first starry star, | see tonightyish

I may, | wish | might, have this wish, | wish tohig
Other Darryl: Darryl, you are such a dreamer. \Boat would you wish for if you could
have anything.



Darryl: Oh, I don’t know. Maybe justat something different would happen. It's
always the same old, same old, here. Nothing mesxa@ting happens to shepherds. It's baa
baa black sheep, day in and day out.

Larry: While you two Darryls have bealking, | have been watching the heavens,
and definitely that cloud is getting closer. Laaikt!

Other Darryl: [slowly] That is strange..l know I'mmagining it, but it looks
like...wait....what is that!?

Larry: [shocked] The light...it's toaight!!!!!

Darryl: It's getting closer and closemvhat is happening? I'm terrified!

Other Darryl: It's an angel, hit the dirt.

Angel: Fear not, for behold I bring ygood tidings of great joy which shall be to all
people!

Larry: What did you say?

Darryl: Did you say good news? I've b&ashing for some good news!

Angel: For unto you is born this daythe city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ

the Lord. This will be a sign for you, you will finthe babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger.

Other Darryl: Did you say, lying in a manger, aslying in a trough for animal food?

Larry: It doesn’t make any sense!

Other Darryl: Wait...look, suddenly, a multitudetbé heavenly host is in the sky with the
angel!!! Look, they’re still calling to us!

Angel: Glory to God in the highestdaom earth peace, good will to all people!”
[waving good-bye].

Darryl: | can’t see, | can't see.

Larry: Darryl, that's because it'sklaut. You just have to adjust your eyes.

Other Darryl: It's dark, but | am starting to gbe light. I've never seen an angel
before...we've been given some good news tonight.twWbave do now?

Darryl: It's time to zoom to the city David, Bethlehem, which is just over that hill!
Let's just skedaddle right over there as fast we ca

Larry: And leave the sheep? Have lpstiyour marbles?

Darryl: Trust me on this...it's a perfigatalm night, nothing is going to happen.

And I think if God can send angels with a mess& & can take care of a few sheep for a few
hours.
Other Darryl: Are you saying, the Lord is our shel?

Darryl: We shall not want!

Larry: God makes me run through gneastures, | guess. What are we waiting
for? Let's zoom!

Darryl: | will fear no evil!
Act 4:

Announcer: It's time for Act 4. This is it, thegohighlight of the pageant, the time has come
for Mary to be delivered. And for Jesus to be dated. The Shepherds, Larry, Darryl and the
other Darryl come for a visit. Act 4 begins now.
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Larry: This is ridiculous.

Darryl: We've been in practically evdrgrn in Bethlehem. And every manger we
found only had animal feed in it, no babies at all.

Other Darryl: And some of these people haven'nbeeaning their barns very well. [they
wave their hand in front of their nose, making eefaWhat a stinky tour we've had. Maybe we
should head back. This is some strange mistake.

Larry: | know, it's very disappoingnl thought we heard the message of the angels
so clearly, but maybe we got it wrong. When thaig, “Born this day...” maybe they mean
as in this coming day. We can try again tomorraghn

Darryl: Well, let’'s head home. It'sshway. There’s that big star again..

Star: twinkle, twinkle, twinkle, imkle

Larry: Look... right under that stath® inn....there seems to be lot of light coming
out of the barn windows.

Darryl: That innkeeper is going to badithat they are burning so many candles at
once.

Other Darryl: Why would they be using so manydias in a barn?

Larry: We’ve come this far, we’ll jugo see.

Larry: [knocking] Excuse us, may vwere in?

Cow: Moo

Donkey: Neigh

Sheep: Baaaa

Rooster: Cock a doodle doodle doodle doo.

Joseph: Yes, you may come in, who cdué at this time of night?

Larry: Well, you don’t know us, buewnow who you are. We know that baby in
your arms is a special gift from God!

Mary: [astonished] How can you polsknow that about our little baby, Jesus?

Darryl: We were just tending our shesam] an angel appeared unto us. And then

there was with the angel a multitude of the heagwhobt, praising God and saying:
Other Darryl:  Glory to God in the highest andeamth peace, goodwill to all people.

Larry: And THEY told us that a saviovas born tonight, and that we would find
him in Bethlehem, and that he would be lying inangper.
Darryl: And we’ve checked out a lotmoédngers tonight, and not one had a baby in

it!

Other Darryl: And so we are here to worship thelan king!

Joseph: | am amazed! Thank you so mmrcboming all this way to see our baby
and tell us about the angel visitors!

Larry: He is a beautiful baby! Atdgiforn God. Do you mind if we just sit here and
adore him for a while?

Joseph: Actually, It's been a long daiyus, and it's rather late. We just want to get
some sleep. | feel sort of sheepish telling yos, thince you came all this way...

Other Darryl: You're feeling sheepish! We're thees who dropped in in the middle of the
night. And speaking of sheepish..Sheep! Our dh&é¢p have to be getting back to our flocks.

Darryl: | hope they are in sheep shapen we get there.
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Larry: Don’t worry...the Lord is our §vherd! We shall not want! | will fear no
evil, for God is with... the sheep. If God can sesd Saviour, God can watch our sheep.

Mary: It was awfully nice of you tasit. It means a lot to us that you confirmed our
stories from the angels. We know now that thisysi®bigger than just us. Our little baby
Jesus [she holds up the baby for everyone to isegding to make a big difference in our lives.

Darryl: | think this might be biggeratin we can imagine. Maybe as big as the whole
world.

Other Darryl: That's a lot of big baggage for toree little baby to carry.

Larry: And it's a big hike back. Cam, let's skedaddle back to the hills and our

flocks! Surely goodness and mercy are followinly us

Act 5:

Announcer: Act 5 This is the big final act wherauywill get an epiphany. Literally. The star of
the pageant shows up. And we will meet 3 wiseqgersBalthasar, Melchior and Casper as
they encounter the innkeeper, Mary, Joseph antdahg. The animals weigh in one last time.

Innkeeper: | should be sleeping, it's the diedof the night, but somehow | am too tired
to sleep. My goodness....look at that star
Star: Twinkle, twinkle, twinkle, imkle

Innkeeper: What's that noise, it sounds tkenels? Who could possibly be travelling
this late?

Balthasar: Hello, we are looking for the feeof this inn.

Innkeeper: That’s me, how can | help youd#misorry to tell you that we are very full
tonight, in fact we are overfull. We even havegjaesleeping in the stable! You look like you
have travelled a long way?

Casper: Yes, we have been travellingrfonths. We are following the star, and it
led us here.

Star: twinkle twinkle twinkle twilhd

Balthasar: We received a vision from Godowdid us of a newborn king who would be
born, and that we should follow the sign of the.st&/e are searching for a newborn baby.

Innkeeper: You are looking for a newborn Kign sorry to disappoint you, but nobody
important lives here. | can tell you that for suk&e’re all just ordinary people.

Melchior: The star can’t be wrong, | thiwke are almost. Look at it sparkling right

above us. Is there no newborn baby here?
Innkeeper: Well, as a matter of fact...thera rewborn baby but...

Balthasar: We want to see the child rightygw\Where can we park our camels, shall
we put them in the stable?
Innkeeper: | don’t think they’ll fit in thetable because that’s where the couple and their

child are! Let me lead you to them. Mary, Joseph,.l@am glad you are still awake. | am
sorry to visit you so late, but you have some vegortant visitors.

Balthasar: | am Balthasar
Melchior: | am Melchior.
Casper: | am Casper.



Balthasar: We have travelled far from thstgl@llowing the sign of the star, we have
come to see the newborn king.

Casper: We have come to see this baby.

Melchior: What a beautiful child.

Balthasar: He is sleeping so soundly, scetiye

Casper: This child is born to be a king...

Joseph: Thank you for coming all thisivaad for your kind words!

Mary: | need to ponder these wordsiynheart. How did you find us? How did
you know our baby is so special? And you caméalway just to see him?

Balthasar: It was our joy, our pleasurevds our mission, ever since we received the
sign, we have been travelling. And now we comshtare treasures with you.

Mary: [Holding up a shiny wrapped kage]. What is in these packages! They are

wrapped so beautifully. | want to save the wragmaper, it's so lovely. You did a very nice
job wrapping these!

Casper: Thank you, my mother taught m& to giftwrap. There’s a real knack to it.

Joseph: Here, just open it already.n@h..it's gold! You've given us gold?

Balthasar: Gold for the royal one!

Mary: | don’t know how we can accept.

Melchior: You must accept, these are farnjmaby.

Joseph: And in this box, is this frarda@nse?

Balthasar: Yes, the very same.

Mary: And this final present is myritknow that fragrance anywhere.

Casper: | hope you can find a use for it

Mary: | am sure we will. Thank yowmuch for your presents and your blessings
on our lovely boy.

Melchior: Thank you for letting us in .we know it's late. We will leave you now.
May we stop in to see you before we go tomorrow?

Joseph: Why certainly, we would be haedu We hope to be leaving ourselves in a
few days. We want to return to our hometown of &tath

Mary: | can’t wait to show the babymyy mother. She is going to love her new
grandchild, she is going to think he’s perfect!

Balthasar: Wonderful. We have so much tthbekful for, today has truly been an

epiphany for us. We weren’t expecting to find aypaba manger, but God works in mysterious
ways.

Joseph: That's the truth. But we casttthat God will be with us, every day, on
every journey.

Mary: Have a good sleep tonight, yweith what's left of tonight, it's practically
morning. Pleasant dreams!

Joseph: I’'m so tired, | can’t imaginenhtired you are, Mary. | can’t wait to hit the
hay.

Cow: Mooooove over, donkey, we hewvket them have roooooom to stretch out
to sleep. Well, what an evening this has beerg yau ever seen anything quite like that!

Donkey: Neigh!, what an extraordinary daysaviour who is Christ the Lord.
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Sheep: Baaaaasinettes made out of marggete remarkable! | like the reduce, re-
use, recycle vibe of this family. Very “more witksk” of them.

Rooster: Cock a doodle doodle doodle doddlyou see what | see? do you see what |
see, way up in the sky, little lamb?
Star: A star, a star, shining ia thight! A child, a child, shivers in the night...he

will bring us goodness and light! He will bring gesodness and light!!

Announcer:  And so as sleep falls on the characso too the curtain falls on our
pageant. Thank you for watching, and with the waftithe angels we end our virtual zoom
pageant, “Glory to God in the highest and on epetice, good will to all people.”

Hymn: VU 43 “Go Tell It On the Mountain”

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. R

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Saviour's birth! R

3 Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent our salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. R

Invitation to Receive:

Eric: As we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ; Emmanuel — “God with us” — we realize tonight
that it is us who receive the best gift ever! Thanks be to God!

Receiving the Gifts of Babies in 2020:

Graham Shepherd (November 30, 2019) Parents:dReiden
Grandparents: Christie and Tom Coatsworth

Alaska Quick: (January 8, 2020) Parents:
Grandparents:
Great Grandparents: Ruth Anne and Bob Waites

Rylie Puchnatyij (June 26, 2020) Parents: JessidaStefan
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Grandparents: Madeline and Terry Shanks
Great Grandmothers; Margaret and Elaine

Reid Dalgleish (June 30, 2020)  Parents: Drew anth&m
Grandparents: Joni and Dan Dalgleish

Aspyn Rayne Baillergon (October 1, 2020) Parefiisanda and Kyle
Grandparents: Annette and Neil Pratt
Great Grandmother: Gail Pratt

Jimmy J (Dog) (October 11, 2020) Parents: JennjrKawd Kerrigan
Grand “dog” Parents: Nancy and Don Jackson

Baby Boy: (December 21, 2020) Parents: MereditlpBéael and Christian Battista

Grandparents: Christie and Tom Coatsworth
Great Grandparents: Audrey and Lyle Dawson

Octavia Erin Labonte (Any moment now!!!)  Parer®sini and Jordan Labonte
Grandparents: Ann and Ken Wood
Great Grandmother: Marjorie Jackson

Music playing during presentation: “Call the Babgslis”, sung by Blenheim United Church Choir —
directed by Caroline Linton.

Lighting of the Candles:

Eric: We are reminded of the Holy Spirit's presence lighting our lives, illuminating our community,
empowering the world to refocus on the one who changed everything.
Annette: Let us light our candles — one light at a time brea  king through the night.

VU 67: Silent Night, Holy Night:

1 Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah,
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviousasn.

3 Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at ththbir
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Pravyers: - Please include these people in your prayers this week.
We have offered prayer for these people each Sunday morning just before the Zoom Service.
It was suggested to share these names with the total group — as “In the Spirit We Are One”.

In hospital: Cleata Special: Bob
Ken June
Cancer: Wayne Melonie
Karen Susan
lan Catherine & Sarah
Jasmine Jerri
Tom Richard
Randy David
Askew Family Zoe
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