South Buxton and Talbot Street Pastoral Charges
Easter Sunday — April 4, 2021

Prelude: “l Know My Redeemer Liveth” — Christie Coatsworth

Welcome & Announcements:

He is Risen! Hallelujah!

Today is Easter Sunday. Today we celebrate Jeslises Welcome to St. Andrew’s. We
are celebrating Communion, so make sure you haaedand juice.

The next Alzheimer Learning Series is the weekrd&gester on Tuesday April £2nd 28
10:30 to 11:30 am. These learning sessions witlypoom.

All of the Holy Week’s Services are on our websaésouthbuxton.caandtalbotstreet.ca

Thank you to Christie Coatsworth for our music timsrning. Thank you to Tracey Major
for putting together the Power Point slides.

Opening Hymn: VU 155 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!
suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah!
unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah!
who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah!
sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah!

Call to Worship:

Eric: Christ is risen!

People: He is risen indeed!

Eric: Christ is risen!

People: He is risen indeed!

Eric: Christ is risen!

People: He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

Lighting of the Christ Candle:

Eric: The risen Christ lives today!

People: We are witnesses to these things.
Eric: We sing praise to God incarnate.
People: May Christ’s love burn within us!



Opening Prayer:

God of grace and power, we have longed and prepared for this joyous day: on Ash
Wednesday we humbled ourselves before you, on Maund  y Thursday we learnt a new
commandment, on Good Friday we cried at the foot of the cross, on Holy Saturday we kept
vigil, and on this Blessed Sunday we rejoice in the risen power of love, hope, and new life.
Make this rising real in our own lives. Letus be p  eople of love, hope, and new life. Let us be
people of joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Scripture:  John 20: 1 - 18 - by Joy King and Pat Hawley

Mary Magdalene got up while it was still dark. She could not sleep. Bad dreams would not
let her mind or body rest.

She gathered some spices she had prepared, linen cl  oths, a bowl to hold water, and beads
of myrrh in a wooden box. Myrrh smells sweet. It ca  n cover the stink of death. It can also dull
pain.

But Mary knew it could never take away the hurt she felt. And it could never cover the awful
truth. Jesus was dead.

She would have gone sooner to wash his body and wra  p it with spices. That was what
family did for their loved ones, and Mary loved Jes  us. But he died on the eve of the Sabbath,
when no one could work. So she waited, along witht  he other women. Now the Sabbath was
over.

Mary walked in silence to the tomb, where they had placed the body of Jesus after he was
taken down from the cross. The tomb was in a garden , a place filled with gnarled and ancient
olive trees. As she walked, Mary wondered how she w  ould shift the heavy stone that sealed
the mouth of the tomb. But when she came closer, sh e saw that the stone had already been
moved.

Who could have done this? Mary peered inside. Behin  d her, the morning sky was
beginning to glow with colour. But all she could se e was the darkness that had swallowed
Jesus.

Empty darkness. There was no sign of the body. Only its linen wrappings lay on the
ground. Where was Jesus?

“Why are you crying?” said a voice she did not know

“They have taken my Lord,” sobbed Mary.

“I don’t know where they have put him.”

Another voice, this one from outside the tomb, aske d, “Are you looking for someone?”

Mary turned around. She could barely see the speake r, dark against the sunrise. Her eyes
were blurred with tears.

“Please,” sobbed Mary. “If you have taken him away, give him back to me.”

“Mary,” he said. She knew his voice. No one said he  r name the way he did.

Mary flung her arms around him.

“There is no need to cling to me,” Jesus whispered. “I am with you. Soon, I will come to
you in a new way. Then | will always be part of you  — and you of me.”

Mary opened her eyes. Now she could see clearly. Th e garden looked different. Full of life
and light.

Feeling like a new creature, Mary ran to tell the o thers the good news.

Scripture Hymn: VU 155 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”

3 But the pains which he endured, hallelujah!
2



our salvation have procured; hallelujah!
now above the sky he's King, hallelujah!
where the angels ever sing. Hallelujah!

4 Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!
praise eternal as God's love; hallelujah!
praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!
praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!

Reflection: “Back to the Garden”

Christ is risen! Hope is alive and moves amongHedp us God today to know
that despair is not the end of your story. May @Gelp us to live as an Easter
people, who believe that God’s love has no reginest

Some of the disciples cannot believe that Jesalvis again! Indeed, people
have wildly different reactions to Jesus’ resulimgtfrom the dead: Mary weeps,
Peter runs away, and many of the disciples arefuisbelief. As we share the
Resurrection today, people will still have a widage of reactions and responses —
from disbelief, to being overwhelmed, to fleeingrfr the experience and the
emotions.

The story in John begins with Mary looking for Jesshe had gone alone to visit
Jesus’ tomb. The reading tells us of Mary’s sadaesksweeping as she sees the
tomb empty. But the story does not end there — nikehlesus’ story does not end
there. John shares that Jesus calls Mary by hee ramd she knew it was Jesus.
After Mary sees Jesus, she is encouraged to gtellrathers what she has seen and
heard. According to John, Mary is the first to @& and proclaim the risen Christ.
The reading offers hope amid a seemingly blealasdno and reminds us that Jesus
Christ can deliver beyond our wildest expectations.

The astonishing news of the Resurrection transfdrdesus’ followers into
courageous preachers of the good news of JesustGhrihe good news of Jesus’
resurrection, all that Jesus had shared with thaples is finally making sense. All
these events change the disciples.

We too are changed when we see Jesus! We are cheage Easter Season as
we journey through Lent and into the Holy Week @geWe know our lives are
changed, because we believe in Jesus, his deatheandf all Jesus’ resurrection.
We get so excited we go and tell others what hppdr@ed this Easter.



For many folks in our Western World, Easter isahlbut the Easter bunny,
Easter chocolates, hot-cross buns and searchiregé®. While these are great
ways to help our children understand new lifean e challenging to move from
Easter Bunnies to Easter resurrection. Yet East&itime to celebrate with good
food, good friends and good treats. Easter is abewtlife!

After weeks of Jesus’ journey and words towardglegth, this Easter Day
brings a new and an entirely unexpected situaifibe.tomb is empty! What are we
to make of it? Those closest to Jesus were shakedrightened, amazed and
fearful. How might we respond, if our journey thghuEaster is not yet complete?
Tradition has it that Easter Sunday is the pinnanl& culminating event of the
Christian church calendar, full of celebration gmygat death conquered. And yet
on that first Easter Sunday morning, was it scawe?tCan we relate to the fear and
surprise of finding unexpected things?

The disciples, including the women, have grieved, laecad to the tomb early
that Sunday morning to administer the traditionaidd rites. When the women get
there, they are confronted by a radical new redlibhe stone is rolled away, and
even gardeners seem to wear dazzling clothes! d&yrdsey have begun a new
transformational journey — a journey that cannaitam the Spirit of Christ within
their plans, traditions, and expectations of howgh should be.

This is a great Easter Message for us today! Erteosiwith the Risen Christ
draw us into new perspectives, new directions, nederstandings, new ways of
compassion — even in the®2dentury! We are not alone. God is always with us.
Thanks be to God.

Reflection Video Hymn: “lI Danced in the Morning”

The Prayer of Great Thanksqiving:

Eric: Christ is risen!

People: He is risen indeed!

Eric: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Eric: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eric: Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love, you are beyond complete knowledge, above perfect
description.



People: Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit; Source  of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love,
you are creative and self-giving, generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the
universe.

Eric: Nothing exists that does not find its source in you.

People: Through fear-filled days and aching nights when the powers of death have done their
worst, your love has never deserted us.

Eric: Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; your presence never fails us, your gifts of
hope and new life transforms us.

People: We praise you for Jesus Christ, risento li  fe, eternal as your love.

Eric: With the women at the tomb, we raise the strain of gladness.

People: Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death! Th e day of resurrection has come, scattering

fear and gloom.

Eric: And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, and with angels and archangels,
to proclaim the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God of Hosts!

Heaven and earth are full of your glory!
Heaven and earth praise you,

O God most high!

Invitation to Share Our Gifts:

Eric: The sharing of gifts is one way we can celebrate resurrection. Let us give in love!
Offertory: VU 541 “Praise God From Whom...”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Offertory Prayer:

You, O God, are the Easter One. You are the holy so urce of resurrection. You are the dancing
spirit of life. We offer these gifts in gratitude f or hope returned, for the mystery of your grace,
and for the promise of resurrection. In the Name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Eric: As purple gives way to gold, hear our prayers for times of suffering, in a world that is unjust for
too many. May we live towards wholeness.

People: As thorns give way to crowns, hear our pray  ers for oppression in our land by trade

that is unbalanced. May we live towards liberation for all.

Eric: As tombs give way to gardens, hear our prayers for worries that keep us from flourishing in your
care. May we live towards your shalom.

People: As yesterday gives way to tomorrow, hear ou  r prayers for the future that holds too

much uncertainty or loneliness. May we live towards your vision.

Eric: In our living, may we offer Jesus’ prayer...

Our Father, Who art in heaven,



Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven,

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive usrdtespasses, As we forgive those who
trespass against us,

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us froeuvil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glofgrever and ever. Amen.

Remembering Jesus at the Table:

Eric: Itis Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, who joins us together as a community of broken,
but hopeful believers:

People: loving what he loved, living what he taught , and striving to be his faithful servants in

our time and place.

Eric: In this meal, we remember Jesus, his promises, and the price he paid for who he was, what he
said, and what he done.

People: On the night before Jesus died, he took al oaf of bread, gave thanks, broke it, and
said,
Eric: “Take and eat, whenever you do this, remember me.”
People: After supper, Jesus took the cup and poured , saying,
Eric: “This is the new covenant; remember me.”
People: We do remember. We remember his life of lov e, his friendship, his teaching, his dying,
and his rising to life again.
Eric: In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith:
People: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Prayer for Transformation:

People: Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, we call on yo  u to transform these familiar things, as you
continually transform the world around us.

Eric: Bless this bread (hold up the bread) and this cup (Hold up the cup), the wheat and the grape, the
farmer and the harvest, the seed and the sower.

People: So that in the sharing of these simple elem  ents in community, we may taste and see
your goodness.

Eric: The gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

As we partake the bread together:

Eric: The body of Christ,
People: the bread of life.

As we partake the drink together:
Eric: The lifeblood of Christ,
People: the cup of blessing.



Prayer After Communion:

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are  fed by your love; we are strengthened by

your life. We are sent forth into this world to liv e your way and share your joy. We are now
commissioned to feed as we have been fed, forgive a s we have been forgiven, love as we have
been loved. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Closing Hymn: VU 586 “We Shall Go Out...”

1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection;

we shall go out, from strength to strength go on;
we shall go out and tell our stories boldly;

tales of a love that will not let us go.
We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted

we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be ldeale
we'll weave a cloth of all the world united

within the vision of new life in Christ.

2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken;
we'll find the words for those whose lips arelsga
we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer,
expressive love alive in every heart.
We'll share our joy with those who still are weepi
raise hymns of strength for hearts that breaicief,
we'll leap and dance the resurrection story,
including all in circles of our love.

Blessing:

Eric: May the love of the risen Christ nourish and sustain us. May the eternal light of the world renew
and inspire us to lives of care and compassion. May we go forward and be the body of the risen
Christ, now and forever more.

Postlude: “The Easter Song” - Christie Coatsworth

Prayers: - Please include these people in your prayers this week.
We have offered prayer for these people each Sunday morning just before the Zoom Service.
It was suggested to share these names with the total group — as “In the Spirit We Are One”.

Cancer: Karen June Ingrid

Jasmine Melonie Willie & Gisele
Tom Susan Earl
Randy Carly Rob
George Zoe Barry/ Marsha
Cindy & Connie Becky Glen

Special: Richard Gary Zimmer Family
Cleata Jerri

v






